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All-age service
John 8: 12
Jesus – the light of the world

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’





Introduction

Good morning everyone and welcome if you are visiting church this morning and perhaps have come along with friend off the back off the light party yesterday. 

And to start with this morning I need a bit of help – just put your hand up if you’ve heard of this bird…
The ostrich (slide 1) , well I just need to check everyone is awake this morning. Coming up on the screen is a picture with lots of ostriches on and a hidden umbrella…can you spot the umbrella? 

Right, here we go – have a go! (slide 2) 

Did anyone find it? I really struggled! I couldn’t!

But you’ll not be surprised to find out that that isn’t the main point of what we are talking about this morning! But there is a reason I want us to have the ostrich in mind as we look at our Bible verse today. 

Ostriches may be good at hiding umbrellas…perhaps?!? But they are often thought of as doing something else really well…. pretending that bad things aren’t happening! (slide 3)

How?  By sticking their heads in the sand, so that everything goes dark and so they can then pretend that nothing bad is happening because they can’t see it! If I can’t see it, it must not be there! The problem will go away!   

Now just to be fair to ostriches, apparently this is not true; apparently, they are looking after their eggs. But the famous phrase ‘sticking your head in the sand is still true isn’t it! I’d rather not see a problem, I’d rather stay in the dark, so I can pretend nothing is wrong! 

But we are going to see today, that this is a really really bad way to live! 

Today I’m hoping that by the end of the service you will be saying to yourself…

(slide 4) Don’t act like an ostrich…

And not only this, I hope you’ll also be saying…

(slide 5) Rather, move like a moth 

Let me explain. Whilst ostriches stick their heads in the sand – you could say, they hide from the light, they stay in the darkness. Moths on the other hand do the opposite! They move towards the light! 

So as I leave today, see if I’m saying to myself…Johnny, ‘Don’t act like an ostrich…rather, move like a moth!’

Or as we chat to each other over tea and biscuits, children here’s a challenge, how many people can you say this too? ‘Don’t act like an ostrich…rather, move like a moth!’

I’m hoping, I’m praying that today we are going to see how bad it is to hide from God’s light and how necessary and good it is to move towards it! 

Let me pray. 

Jesus, today we are thinking about you as the light of the world. Help us all see today why we need you and how wonderful this news is. Amen 









Talk 2: No light vs light 

People want the light 

I wonder if anyone here this morning is a little bit afraid of the dark? Lots of us are! 

(slide 1) Perhaps we are a little bit like Plop the owl? Who was definitely afraid of the dark! He really didn’t like not being able to see what was happening.

(slide 2) Lots of us sleep a lot better when we have a little night light in our rooms to help us see if we wake up in the middle of the night. It brings us comfort; it makes us feel safe. 

(slide 3) Lots of us prefer going on a nighttime walk with a torch! 

There is a reason for that! 

The dark can make everything scarier and make everything more challenging! 

Just to prove this to us, we are going to have a bit of a competition called
(slide 4) no light vs light! 

Before me is an assault course. Fastest person to complete the course wins! 

Player one is going to try and complete the course….but they have a blindfold on! They will be walking in total darkness! 

Player two… well they will be walking in the light – no blindfold! 

This is a winner takes all competition! Big box of chocolates is up for grabs as the prize. 

As the two players come up, children talk to the person next to you. Who would you rather be? Why? 
Get 2 people to do the challenge and time….

Well let’s just have a post-match, a post-competition interview. 

Player one: How did you find it? (Easy)
Why was that the case? (I could see what I was doing!)

Player 2: How did you find it? (scary and challenging!) 
Why was that? I couldn’t see! I was in darkness! 

Well it’s obvious isn’t it?!? Light is better than darkness?!? 

When we had no light, when there was darkness, the course was scarier and the course was more challenging! We couldn’t see the right way to go! 

What advice would you give someone doing this course? 

Act like an ostrich or move like a moth? (slide 5)
Try and complete the course in darkness or try and complete it in the light? 

Well…from our challenge I think we can see that light brings...

Hope! It brings joy, it brings comfort, it brings relief!
It shows us the right way to go! It helps us feel safe!

Here light destroyed fears and prevented worry…

In this challenge light was a very very good thing! Of course, no-one sensible would choose to do this in the darkness and away from the light…people here would take our advice…Don’t act like an ostrich, rather move like a moth! 


People hide from the light…

However, it got me thinking…if the light is so good, when might people want to hide from the light? When might people want to be an ostrich. 

Now, what I’m about to share, I’m not proud of…but I have a little story to tell…

Story about ball rolling under the counter

Well, one day I was playing bounce the ball with one of our girls and in our kitchen, we have under one of our cupboards the bottom section missing and as we were playing the ball rolled under the cupboard. Disaster, game over…

So of course, I had to go in search for it….

And this is what I saw when I lay on the floor to have a look under the cupboard… (slide 6) 

Darkness – total darkness. It was basically pitch black and so I couldn’t see if the ball was under there or not. 

What did I need? Light! 

So I grabbed my phone, put on the torch... lay on my tummy again and then this is what I saw..(slide 7) 

Mess, grime, dirt, dust…and do you know what my first reaction was?
Man, I wish I hadn’t seen that! 
It was better when I knew nothing about it! 

Now, me knowing nothing about it didn’t stop all that dirty and dust being there. But I wanted to act like an ostrich and not move like a moth. I wished I’d not turned the torch on, because now I’d seen the mess, I knew I had to do something about it! 

So light is really interesting isn’t it….

(slide 8) When we had our competition; when the people were completing the assault course, it was so so obvious that they needed the light. 

Light destroyed the darkness – it got rid of their fear and worry, it was a comfort and a help as they saw the way to go.

Our competitors wanted to move like a moth – they wanted to move towards/ with the light! 

(slide 9) But sometimes, actually there are times when we don’t want a light, just like when I would have really rather not really seen what was under my cupboard. 

Here I wanted to act like an ostrich, even though doing so wouldn’t have made anything better – the mess, the dirt and the grime would still have been there. 

Hiding from the light would have been easier; but it would have done me no good. 

Now all of this is very interesting you may say, but we’ve not really opened up our Bibles yet. What has all of this got to do with Jesus…

Well, we saw in our Bible verse that Jesus is the light of the world and so we are going to sing a song and then think about how all of this helps us think about Jesus and how we should respond to Him. 

But first, let’s sing.



Talk 3 Jesus the light of the world
 
(slide 1) So, so far we have seen that there are times when we really really want light. We want it to help us see. We want it to make the darkness less scary, just like those who did the assault course wanted to see and not be blindfolded. 

(Slide 2) But we’ve also seen that there may be times that we don’t want the light. We’d rather not know how bad things really are! Just like I did when I saw how messy and dirty it was under my cupboard. 

Let me just read our Bible verse again, so we can see how all of this will help us think about and respond to Jesus.

(slide 3)

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’

This is amazing isn’t it! This is brilliant isn’t it! 

(slide 4)

If you think it’s good to have a night light in your bedroom. 
If you think it’s good to have a torch on a dark walk.
 
Well how much more brilliant is it to have the light which isn’t just for your bedroom, which isn’t just for the forest or that evening stroll, but the light which is for the whole world. 

It, so Jesus, must be so much brighter and so much more wonderful! 
He must be so much more important! 



If the night light helps you feel safer and brings you comfort.
If the torch helps you see where to go and where not to go. 

Well how much more so for Jesus - the light of the world! 
How much more comfort can Jesus bring! 
How much more can Jesus show us the right way to go!!! 
How much more can Jesus bring us relief and joy!

I mean just look at what Jesus promises! You will not be stuck in the dark, but rather you will have life! 

This is amazing isn’t it! This is brilliant isn’t it! 

So why when it comes to Jesus, do I even need to be telling us…

(slide 5)
Don’t act like an ostrich, rather move like a moth?!?

Well…

Jesus’ light is this amazing comfort for all the scary things out there in the world and he shows us the way to go and bring can bring joy when we are feeling dark.

But, it, Jesus’ light, also shines a light on us!
It shines a light on me and it shines a light on you. 

And just like when I shone a torch under my cupboard and it showed me that it looked like this…(slide 6)

So when Jesus shines a light on how utterly wonderful, perfect, pure, brilliant or to use a Bible word, Holy, God is, we begin to see that we are not. 



And when Jesus shines a light on my actions, my thoughts, my heart is a lot more like how it is under my cupboard than I think – full of grime and muck. 

I think horrible thoughts 
(I don’t like this person/I hope that person loses/I hope that person doesn’t have as many friends as me) 

I do selfish things  
(I cheat in the game/I take the last biscuit/I push or shout at my brother or sister) 

And do you remember what my reaction was when the light first shone under my cupboard? 

Well, I thought…I wish I didn’t know about that dirt! I wish I’d never used the light. It was easier when I was in the dark as I could pretend things were better than they were! 

And I think we can sometimes be like this when it comes to Jesus! 

If Jesus’ light, if Jesus’ life shows me that I’m not perfect, that I think horrible thoughts and I do selfish things, that I don’t love God and love people as I should, then actually I’d rather live in the dark. I’d rather pretend that I’m better than I really am! 

(slide 7) Do you know what? Even though I know Jesus is amazing, sometimes I’d rather act like an ostrich, rather than move like a moth. 

I’d rather pretend I’m perfect and wonderful, than looking at Jesus’ light and life and see that I’m not. 

But here is the thing about the light…once you’ve seen it, you can’t un-see it! 
Pretending you haven’t seen it won’t do you any good!


So just remember back to my kitchen…after the light had been shone and I’d seen how horrible it was under my cupboard…well I knew it shouldn’t stay like that…

So what did I do? 

I went off and got a dustpan and brush, I got back down on my tummy, I reach under and I swept and swept until under my cupboard looked like this…
(slide 8)    

I worked hard and I cleaned up the mess. Whilst not perfect, I made everything a lot lot better. 

So actually, in the end, I was thankful for the light as it showed me what was wrong and it gave me a chance to sort it all out. 

So it got me thinking…

Is this what it’s like with Jesus? Is this what it means for Jesus to be the light of the world? He comes along and shows us that we are not perfect, gives us some ideas of how to get better and then it’s down to us, as it were, dust and sweep and make ourselves better? 

No! This is the amazing news of Jesus! 

Jesus doesn’t just shine a light on us to show us what is wrong so that we then try harder to be better. But rather he does it to show us that we need him…


Now I hope this illustration works, and it’s not perfect, but I think it helps us see how amazing Jesus is!

(slide 9) Imagine that the King has been invited to your house, but he will only come if your house if perfectly clean – he is the King after all! And only the best for a king!

But just like under my cupboard, the more your shine a light around, the more you realise that your house is like this…(slide 10) full of dust and dirt and grime. 

What a dilemma! What a problem to sort before the King arrives! 

(slide 11) Now imagine the King’s son comes over. Well, it would be amazing if he offered to help you clean up wouldn’t it? I mean that would be really amazing. How kind and generous….he is royalty!

But I’d still be very worried. What if the house wasn’t ready on time? What if the house wasn’t perfect enough to welcome the king?!?

But actually, do you know what would be even more amazing! Even more special. Even more comforting.

(slide 12) Imagine the King’s son said, come and use my house instead! My house is spotless! It’s perfect and it’s ready for the king! Anytime you want to talk to the king, come over to mine! My house is always ready for him and you are always welcome. What is mine is yours! 

How amazing would that be! Being able to see the king wouldn’t depend on how well I’d done to tidy up my own house! No matter what the light had shone me!

Why? Because I could always meet the King at his son’s perfect house!

Well in a much deeper and better way, which this illustration only sort of captures, Jesus does something similar! 

Jesus doesn’t just tell you to get on with it and clean up your actions before the king comes…

He doesn’t even just offer to help you and muck in and help you be a better person…

But he does something even better…

When the light is shone on Jesus’ life, as it were, there was not one single speck of dirty. Not one single speck of dust. 

Jesus never thought anything horrible 
Jesus never did anything selfish. 
Jesus was perfect. 

If he was a room, he would look like this perfect one on the screen.
Jesus would be room ready for the king.

But just to go back to our illustration…

(slide 13) Imagine the King’s son could only let you use his house, by him having to use your house. He would give up his perfect, clean house, for your dirty grimy house. 

Would he do it? Even if it made his life worse? 

How loving, kind and humble would it show us he was if he was!!!!

Well, the Christian story is that is exactually what Jesus did! 

He swapped, as it were, his perfect room, for your dirty, grimy one; so that we could meet the king in his perfect room. (slide 13)
Now there is so much more we could say about this! And if you are visiting today come and ask us more about it!

Summary 

But here are the main things I want us all to take away…

1) (slide 14) We saw from our assault course challenge – No light vs light, that sometimes we really really love the light! 

It brings us comfort, it brings us hope, it brings us joy. It helps us see where to go and what things are really like!

It helps us with our worries and fears of the dark as it destroys the darkness! 

Well Jesus – the light of the world is the same! 

The more we get to know Jesus, the more we are comforted in the darkness of all the things out there that we don’t like! Getting to know Jesus is so special and so wonderful – he is the light of the world! 

2) But Jesus being the light of the world also shows us how much we need him. 

(slide 15) Just like the torch under my cupboard showed me how dirty it was under there. So hearing Jesus’ words and seeing Jesus’ life shows us how perfect he is and how far from perfect we are. 

So coming to Jesus, the light of the world, can be hard! We might want to hide away from Him! 


3) But that’s why we need our advice from all the way back from the beginning of the service…

Can you remember what it was? 

(slide 16) Don’t act like an ostrich, rather move like a moth! 

Don’t run away from Jesus if he shows you that you…

Think horrible thoughts 
Do selfish things  

(slide 17)
Why? Because, just like the King’s son in our story, he offers to swap places so that his cleanness as it were, can be yours. So that you can enjoy being with God. 

Jesus, the light of world, means you never have to walk in darkness on your own, but can walk with knowing God and His love for you. 

There is so much more to say, but it’s the most wonderful news. 

So today  (slide 18)

Don’t act like an ostrich, rather move like a moth! 

Don’t run away from Jesus, the light of the world. But rather run to Him. 


