Romans 6: 1-14 “A totally new relationship” CCH Sermon 20SEP26 (1st post Sab.)
V1. 
PRAY- See not as complicated as looks, and hugely encouraging. 
· p We were at the Keswick Convention with some of Emma’s family
· And Emma’s Uncle Ian said, 
· “Let’s have an icecream, I’m paying, you can have whatever you like”. 
· Some of the family just went for one scoop 
· because we didn’t want to ask too much
· and look greedy
· after all we were a big crowd
· Others went for two scoops because it was all paid for by him!
· “You should have taken me at my word and had 2” he said. 
Generous man.  

· We’re studying Romans.
· Incredible book all about the gospel
· Good news of how we are “saved by grace”
· If you get this you get Christianity. GRACE!!
· Paul has been very clear on the deep problem.
· We all sin. There are no exceptions.
· And he’s been very clear on the deep solution.
· NOT: try harder, let your good deeds outweigh your bad, become a better person and God will reward the fact you are trying.
· NO: Jesus died on the cross for all your sin, past, present & future, and you can be totally forgiven as a free gift the minute you turn and trust him.
· But there’s an issue.

· If God just covers our sins by the death of Jesus on the cross, 
· like uncle Ian covers ice cream debts as big as you like, 
· then wayhay, let’s sin all the more! Pile up the sin, he can pay!
· It was a question his opponents may have been asking, and it’s very fair.

· Look at 5:20. 
The question is this.
“If I’m saved by grace, then why not sin all the more?”
And if you or a friend have ever asked a question like this then you are beginning to get it! But there’s still more to get. 
There’s a very similar question in v15 which we will see with Matt in a couple of weeks. 

It might come from a…
1. CYNICAL UNBELIEVER. You get into conversation with a friend at school or work from a different background, and you do your best to convince them that Christianity is unlike any other religion. You say. “It’s not about being good, it’s about being forgiven”. You say that if they come to Jesus he will take away ALL their sin as a free gift. And they say, “what’s the point. If you are given a ‘get out of hell card’ for free you don’t need to become a better person. You can go out and do exactly what you like”. 
2. WORKSY BELIEVER. This person really wants to take sin seriously. They want to be a better Christian, a better mum, a harder worker. They are worried that if your righteousness comes 100% from Jesus and 0% from you, and your actions count in NO way towards your standing with God, then you’ve got no motive to be a better person. 
3.  DRIFTING BELIEVER. This person thinks of themselves as a Christian but says, “I can do what I like, I’m free, I can sleep with who I like it doesn’t matter, it’s already forgiven, I can repent later”. 
In one way or the other they have all understood some of Christianity, that we are saved by grace, (or to use the important but technical language of romans: We are JUSTIFIED BY FAITH (we are declared right with God, simply by trusting Jesus and not BY WORKS).
But they haven’t understood what we’re going to see today. 
· The first person is in danger of dismissing Christianity.
· The second person is in danger of drifting away from biblical moorings into a distorted form of Christianity like Catholicism where they’ll feel like their efforts achieve somethingthe Catholic or Orthodox church as many are doing today[footnoteRef:1]. (happy to talk about that later) [1:  https://www.thepastorsheart.net/podcast/orthodoxy-john-diacos] 

· The third person may not actually be a Christian at all.
So what we are looking at is REALLY important, and if we grasp thisSo it’s really important what Paul is about to teach us, it will be really helpful for us for ourselves in fighting sin, and as we try to help any of these friends.
If I’m saved by grace, then why not sin all the more?
Paul says v2… NO WAY!
BY NO MEANS!  NO WAY! Other translations[footnoteRef:2][footnoteRef:3]: https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2 [2:  https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2 https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2 https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2]  [3:  https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2] 

· God forbid
· Certainly Not https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Romans%206%3A2
· That’s unthinkable
In this chapter Paul is going to use 2 major pictures to show why we can’t live like before.
The first is from marriage (a union or interdependence) of two people- this is to the fore in this passage, 
And the second is from the world of slavery or the workplace (slaves and masters), which will be the dominant illustration.next time. 
Why not sin all the more? 
And here is the answer…
“I’M JOINED TO JESUS IN A DEATH & A RESURRECTION”. (v2-10)
Let’s read from v2. 
Paul uses the language of union.
•	Verbs like 
•	v3 baptised into
•	v4 buried with
•	v5 united with him in death
•	v6 crucified with him
This teaching is called “UNION WITH CHRIST” 
And it’s mindblowing. I didn’t get this until well into my Christian life. 
•	It’s not just that Jesus died for me, but I died with Jesus.
•	What happened to Jesus happened to me.
o	HE died and rose. 
o	I died and rose.
•	I’m joined to Jesus in a death and resurrection.

 Silly illustration. Earwig in a beach ball. Where the beachball goes, the earwig goes.
We are humble little earwigs, unattractive in our sin and selfishness. We deserved death.
But God picked us up and put us “IN CHRIST” (Off the Adam bus/On the Jesus bus)
So it’s not just that Jesus died on the cross, but my old life died on the cross.
And it’s not just that Jesus rose to new life, but I rose to new life!
Let’s read from v2. 
Paul uses the language of union.
· Verbs like 
· v3 baptised into
· v4 buried with
· v5 united with him in death
· v6 crucified with him
And here is the answer…
“I’M JOINED TO JESUS IN A DEATH & A RESURRECTION”. (v2-10)
Let’s read from v2. 
Paul uses the language of union.
· Verbs like 
· v3 baptised into
· v4 buried with
· v5 united with him in death
· v6 crucified with him
And it’s mindblowing. I didn’t get this until well into my Christian life. 
· It’s not just that Jesus died for me, but I died with Jesus.
· What happened to Jesus happened to me.
· HE died and rose. 
· I died and rose.
· I’m joined to Jesus in a death and resurrection.
· You could say that there were two deaths.
· Jesus Death for me.
· My death with Jesus.
 Silly illustration. Earwig in a beach ball. Where the beachball goes, the earwig goes.
We are humble little earwigs, unattractive in our sin and selfishness. We deserved death.
But God picked us up and put us “IN CHRIST”
V2 DIED TO SIN. This is the summary phrase for what’s going on.

 We’ve seen footage in recent weeks of people being pulled out of the mud of the devastating floods on the Nepal/China/Tibet border. 
Those fortunate to escape were nearly killed by the mud. Why would they want to go back in it.
Likewise, the Christian died to sin as their master. That old life died. Why would they go back to it?

Paul illustrates it with baptism in v3. 
· Baptism is the sign of someone becoming a Christian. 
· It’s particularly graphic in immersion baptism.
· Annie/Bernie go down into the water. They died with Christ. Their old life in sin dies.
· They come up to a new life.
· (some early baptismal pools were shaped like a coffin)
· The symbolism is still there with infant sprinkling baptism.

But the whole of the next argument shows that if you are joined to Jesus in his death, you’ll be joined to him in his resurrection.
I’ve highlighted on the screen all the times it talks about death and all the times it talks about life and resurrection. You might want to look in more detail at home or in lifegroups.
But the very simple point is that if you are united with Christ in his death, you must be united with him to live a new life. 
SCREEN. REREAD.
Did you see v5. Did you see v8. 
If you are in the beachball as it goes down into the water, you’ll be in the beachball as it comes up.
So a new life is inevitable. The new life in heaven that we can look forward to (v5) Future tense.

Just drink this in, it’s so good.
· Are you a Christian. Have you turned to Jesus? (if not, not sure love to talk through Q’s) But if you have turned to Jesus…
· You are hidden in Christ!
· You are absolutely safe.
· As the Father looks on you he sees Christ.
· And the death of Christ has covered all your sins.
· And the resurrection power of Christ has changed you so you’ll never be the same again.
· It doesn’t mean that you can’t sin. Tragically sin lives on in the life of the believer. We are in a “now” and “not yet” state. V8

· Now it’s really important to see that it’s not died to Sins (plural).
· Do you know the difference between sin and sins?
· Sin is the sinful attitude- the root problem
· Sins are the individual actions.
· Sadly the Christian still commits occasional sins, that is wrong actions.
· But he/she is no longer under the mastery of sin as the power in charge of her life.  	
· We’ve been set free from the penalty of sin
· We are being set free from the power of sin.
· But we are not yet set free from the presence of sin. 
· But it will come! 

· And we don’t want to sin. There’s a new power at work in us.
· V6.
· No longer slaves to sin!

· He finished in v10 by saying that Jesus lives a new life to God, and so we are to live a new life to God too.
And that leads to the final paragraph where we get the application- the action for us.
And it’s two fold. First our minds, then our actions. 
1) THINK ON IT! V11
· We have to get our minds. 
· A repeated verb in v1-10 has been “know”
· V3 don’t you know
· V6 we know
· V9 we know

· He’s been telling them what they already know (preachers have to do that a lot) because we forgot!
· And in v11 he uses the verb “count yourselves”
· It’s a mathematical word. A logical word. Logizomai. 
· Count, regard, consider, calculate. 
· How do you sum yourself up.
· How do you think of yourself.
· It’s a key thing.

· In the world of psychology we talk about cognitive behavioural therapy.
· Very helpful. 
· Rewiring your thinking. 
· You make a mistake at work or school. 
· And you say to yourself, “I’m useless at this”. 
· And you spiral into panic and shame and don’t want to talk to anyone.
· CBT asks yourself the question. “Just because I made a mistake doesn’t mean you are useless.  Do mistakes mean I’m useless? No, everyone makes mistakes. They can help me learn”.

· As Christians we can do that. Trouble is with CBT we don’t always believe it.
· But with telling ourselves the gospel we can, because it is truth.

· So first we think on it.
· We tell ourselves what’s in inverted commas on the screen.
· “I’m joined to Jesus in a death and resurrection”.
· “I’ve died to Christ”. 
· I’m in the beachball. I have died with Christ, I’m alive to God. 
· As I think back to the cross I not only think of Jesus dying there
· But I think of me dying there too.
· And on that first Easter Sunday, I not only think of Jesus rising from the dead, but I rose with him!
· And so Satan has no claim on me.
· And sin is no longer my master.
· And death is no longer my destiny.
Is that how you think of yourself?
(if it’s not come back to grace afresh. 
I’m put right with God not when I fulfil a list of requirements, or join the tech rota. I’m put right with God when I trust Jesus! So now I united with Christ, I’m in Jesus, I’m with Jesus, I am a child of God, Yes I am!)
Who the Son sets free
Oh, is free indeed
I'm a child of God
Yes, I am[footnoteRef:4] [4:  “Who you say I am”- Hillsong Worship. ] 


But it’s not just thinking on it. 
It’s acting in the light of it. 
2) ACT ON IT! (v12-14)
V12 Don’t let sin reign. Sin doesn’t belong. 
It’s totally out of place. “I’m joined to Jesus. I’ve died to sin”. He is my spouse. He is my master. I have a totally new relationship.
Sin isn’t impossible for the Christian, but it’s incongruous (it’s totally out of place).
So don’t listen to it.
Now this is hard isn’t it. I’ve found some of my old sinful attitudes coming back as I’ve returned to work. It’s a battle.
You’ve been in the prison of sin so long you want to go back to the old ways.
When you are just about to lash out with your tongue to a loved one or colleague, you say to yourself, “I’ve died to sin”. I’m not going to give my tongue over to sin and satan as an instrument for wickedness v11. I’m going to lay it on the altar of Jesus Christ. I’m going to offer my tongue for kindness, justice, truth as someone who has been brought from death to life. 
And when my finger is hovering over pressing that button that will lead me to a website or a film w. I stop and I do CBT. I’ve died to sin. I’m not going to offer my sexuality as an instrument of wickedness.

(So do you see the key to fighting sin is our union with Christ).
If your friend or your child is showing bad behaviour, don’t try and first improve the behaviour, get to the source. Are they united with Christ? And if they are then tell them that it’s totally out of place. 


And next time your non-Christian friend tells you, “if you are forgiven you’ll just go out and do whatever you like”. 
Tell them this.
Exactly.  I want to do “whatever I like”
But thanks to what Jesus has done in me, “whatever I like” has changed.
I no longer want to live for sin and selfishness, that never did me any good (more on that in the next passage). I want to be who I am, alive to God.

· Let’s pray. 
· Thank you for your grace.
· You know the worst about us, but you still love us.
· And not only did Jesus die and rise for us, but we died and rose with him to new life.
· Help us to see ourselves as we really are. Dead to Sin, Alive to you.
· And help us to live that out in our daily lives.
· In our relationships at home and work
· In our private lives, our public lives.
· May people see Christ in us. Amen. 
