1 Sam 10:17-11:15 “God is at work” CCH Sermon 25JAN26
V24.
· I’ve titled this sermon “God is at work” 
· But it doesn’t always feel like that in life. 
· When you look at the news
· Sometimes you feel like everything will be alright (UP)
· Sometimes you worry we’re on the brink of a global catastrophe (DOWN)
· When you look at your own life.
· Sometimes you feel everything will be alright (UP)
· Sometimes you feel it’s all going to fall apart (DOWN). 
· As Ronan Keating sang, “life is a rollercoaster, you’ve just got to ride it!”
· Is there really a God behind it all? 

· We’re week 3 in the Story of Saul. It’s the story of a very flawed leader.
· It’s interesting isn’t it the Bible is full of heroes?
· Moses, Abraham, David
· But also anti-heroes too?
· Pharaoh, Judas, Herod,
· Saul is a bit of both- we used the word ambivalence last week
· We’ll see later on that he gets rejected (DOWN)
· But he’s clearly God’s plan for the moment (UP)
· Well it’s good to know that in all the messiness and ambivalence of life with all it’s UPS and DOWNS God is there and God is at work. 

· You see God is the hero of the Bible. 
· It’s all about him. A real God who really exists. 
· And when reading these OT stories, 
· before we form too many opinions about the human characters, 
· or worse put ourselves at the centre of the story, 
· (as if we are David facing our giants), we need to focus on God. 
· Once we do that, we see how relevant this message for us is today in all our ups and downs. 

·  “God is at work”. 
· We see that in our two sections today
· Missing in Mizpah (ch10)
· Nasty Nahash (ch11)
· And in both of them God makes clear interventions. 

· But just before we get to our story for those who like to know the big picture, 
· You might like to see a little pattern 
· In our series we’ll see
· The rise of Saul (UP)
· And the Fall of Saul (DOWN)
· In the rise of Saul (where we are now) there are three times when God gathers the people (in three different places: Ramah, Mizpah and Gilgal).
· At each of them God speaks and shows the people that they are doing something wrong in wanting a King. DOWN
· In between these gatherings we see God intervening very specifically in mercy to provide for his people. UPS
· (I’ll  let you read page 2 of the Dig deeper to see that in a bit more detail in your own time and lifegroups if you’d like to). 
Let’s look at our first half
10:17-10:27 MISSING IN MIZPAH
· So here is national gathering #2 of 3. 
· And as I said at each of them, God (through Samuel) confronts the people with their sin. 
· (By the way, when we gather on a Sunday under God’s word it isn’t always going to be easy. We’re sometimes going to see our sin, and that is painful, but it’s part of God’s goodness. Church shouldn’t always be comfortable). 
· V17-19
· It starts with a recap of rescue. V17-18  And we would do well always to remember the rescue God has won for us at the cross. 
· But… How did they respond to that. V19a
· Yikes, did you see the word SO!? V19b Sin so Present yourselves
· What’s going to happen? 
· In the light of all God has said about their sin, is it a time of judgement? 
· It looks like it because if you know the story of Achan in Joshua 7, this is how Achan got identified as the culprit of a heinous heist (robbery). 
· Tribe by Tribe- Benjamin
· Clan by Clan- Matri
· Down to family and individual- Saul
· But Saul is nowhere to be found.
· He’s hiding among the supplies v22- KJV the stuff, ESV the baggage. 
· It’s a surprising choice for a King. 
· Someone who’s hiding in the luggage trolley!
· But then God uses the weak things of the world to shame the strong, after all he’s drawing from the smallest tribe.
· Well he’s brought out a head taller than anyone else
· And v24 “Do you see the man the Lord has chosen?”
· They all shout long live the King. (A phrase which we still use today). 

· Do you see that God is identifying his King here. 
That’s where he is visibly at work here. 
GOD IS AT WORK… PUBLICLY IDENTIFYING THE KING
· It’s important that God shows that his choice is to go on the throne (even though he’s a flawed King and will soon be rejected). 
· What was private in last week’s passage is now public. 
· They aren’t to just put offer their own ideas for who should rule, everyone and his dog would be suggested.
· But as Proverbs 16:33 shows, even in the roll of the dice, the drawing of lots (perhaps picking out to see who gets the shortest straw) God is in control.
· And the candidate is exactly who Samuel has anointed in the previous episode. 

· Not a coincidence, It’s clearly God’s doing. 
· And the fact that they even need special help from God in v22 to pinpoint where he is underlines his control over these events. 

· Well the rights and duties of a King are written down v25- probably some of the material from Deuteronomy 17 which spells out how a King is to live UNDER God’s law and in obedience to his commands as we saw last time, 
· and then everyone is sent home. 
· Even Saul! He may be King but…
· Saul is under God’s kingship, and under Samuel’s word. 
· Well what’s the lesson for us from this quirky episode of 3000 year history as we see God Publicly identifying the King? 

· I think the answer is this: We should RESPECT GOD’S CHOICE. 
· Let’s start with human rulers and authorities. 
· The New Testament says in Romans 13:1
· “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God”. 

· Now tragically as we’ve seen in the book of Daniel there can be beastly authorities- those that look more like they are working for Satan than bringing any good. And Revelation 13 tells us that “this calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people”. 	

· There are times when we have to disobey kings and authorities when they call upon us to do something against the will of God. 

· But most of the time what they ask for isn’t disobedient to the Word. We can campaign through all the appropriate channels
· Non violent protest
· Strikes at work
· Appeals in employment
· Conversations with those in authority in the home, the church etc

· But we need to respect God’s choice, especially when the King or leader is not someone we would have voted for or chosen. We might find it difficult to approve of what certain world leaders are doing, but we still need to respect their office. 

· But moving from human rulers to God’s Ruler
· There’s not just human leaders, God has appointed his divine King
· And this anointed King Saul points to another King, and his name is Jesus. 
· God has publicly identified him as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords by raising him from the dead (Romans 1:4 “who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord”)
· So if you are new to Christian things today, are you clear that God has clearly put his ruler, and he’s currently siting at his right hand in heaven. 
· How do we know? How do we know Christians aren’t believing fairy tales? 
Those of you who are teenagers and you are weighing up whether to listen to your mates, or to listen to the Bible. Is Jesus really a real living person today who we should obey, or a dead figure of history? 
· Answer God has pinpointed him as the wonderful Good Shepherd who we can follow and find protection and provision. A Good King who lays down his life for his sheep. How do we know? 

· Because of the Resurrection….
· in history 
· witnessed by hundreds of different people
· who have written the message down in the Bible
· And who have passed the baton down through the generations to tell us 
· Jesus rose from the dead.
· “For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” Acts 17:31.
· Saul was an ambivalent King (UPS and DOWNS)
· But Jesus is the perfect King. 
· And his rule lasts forever
· And he’s going to examine our lives
· And see how we’ve lived. 
· What’s he going to see in your life? 
· Does Jesus rule your world? 
· Do you let him change your mind? 
· Do you let him dictate how you live? 
· HE’s a wonderful King. 
· In v27 some scoundrels said “How can this fellow save us” and they despised Saul. 
· I hope that’s not any of us with Jesus. 
· I hope none of us in our pride are distancing ourselves from him and his Word. 


Let’s move onto part 2. Nasty Nahash. 
2) NASTY NAHASH. 
· V1 Well Nahash is a nasty piece of work isn’t he? 
· He’s a bully. 
· He’s systematically taking over neighbouring territory in the North of Israel, and the people of Jabesh Gilead are overcome by his troops. 
· They are desperate and want to broker a deal.
· “You can be boss and we’ll be your subjects”.
· Nahash says “OK, but I’m going to gouge out all your right eyes first.” 
· That wasn’t just cruel it was cunning too- it probably meant they couldn’t fight. And above all they and their God would be disgraced. 
· Nahash’s name actually means Serpent.  So he’s bad. 
· But he’s an Ammonite, so he’s doubly bad.
· Not one of those curly-wurly fossils, 
· but one of the tribes that historically tried to prevent Israel from access into the promised land (along with Moab where Ruth was from). 
· V3 the elders are outnumbered, so they ask for 7 days to make a plan v3.
· They must have been sweating all through that time. 
· Is anyone going to come and rescue. 
· Is anyone going to crush the serpent? 

· Well meanwhile back at the ranch, Saul (who may be king, but he’s still following animals in v5) gets hold of the story in v6 and he is overcome by the Spirit of God. 
· God empowers him and in a sequence of events bringing to mind parallels in the book of Judges, Saul, Judge-like 
· Plays charades to mime how his people will be butchered like prize beef if they don’t come and help (which seems to focus the mind)
· he
· gathers an army
· unites the people 
· gives good news to the captives (v9)
· And they give fake news to the captors (v10)
· And smashes the Ammonites
· (like a geologist with a hammer!). 
· V11

· What’s the lesson about God from this section? 
· How is God at work? 
· Answer he is powerfully enabling the King in order to perform a rescue. 
GOD IS AT WORK POWERFULLY ENABLING THE KING
· Saul is central to the rescue, but it’s God who does the work. 
· God sends his Spirit (v6)
· God causes his terror to fall on the people (v7) 
· Without God’s intervention, Saul would still be following cows.
· God’s involvement is the decisive factor. 

· And I think that’s so important for us to remember. 
· We’re feeling pretty mixed about Saul.
· How can God be opposed to the concept of a King
· And yet give the people a King? 

· Was the king a blessing or a curse? 
· An up or a down? 

· How can God anoint a King and empower him with His Spirit
· And actually in a few chapters reject that King and take his Spirit away
· (incidentally that’s not something that happens in the NT). 

· It all goes to show that God is working his purposes out
· His Kingdom is bigger than his King. 

· He can use a mainly good King. 
· He can use a mainly bad King. 

· But ultimately GOD is the KING. 

· This is such an encouragement as we look around the world today. 
· We may not like what our leaders are doing. 
· But God can work through them. 

· In the book of Isaiah, God calls a pagan king, CYRUS his anointed one. Literally his Messiah.

· Cyrus isn’t even a Jew, he’s the king of the Medes and Persians, and yet God uses him to deliver his people and send them home from Babylon. 

· God can do pretty amazing things with pretty rough raw materials. 

· Take that as an encouragement when you switch on the news and it looks messy. God is the true King. 

· And note in particular his mercy in this section. 

· I’ve called the application “REJOICE IN GOD’S MERCY”.  

· At each of these national gatherings, God shows the people how they have done an evil thing. V19.

· So does he send judgement. Yes he sends a flawed King who takes. 

· But his judgment is mixed with mercy. 

·  Our sin is never final with God if we turn back to him in repentance. 

· Even as God is speaking about sin, he’s raising up a rescuer.


· Overall we should be hugely thankful. 
· Just think for a moment what would be the case if God hadn’t raised up Jesus.
· He too was a Spirit anointed  King
· At his baptism the Spirit came and descended on him like a dove. 

· On the way to and from fighting THE SERPENT, Satan in the wilderness in Luke 4 it says 4 times that he was led by/anointed by the Spirit.

· Or Acts 10:38 “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him”. 

· God empowered Jesus to do his job. 

· Imagine if Jesus had never come, 
· And had never died on the cross.

· Where would that leave you? 
· Do you have any power to save yourself? 
· Do you have any strength against Satan? 

· No- Without Jesus, you and I and all humanity would be heading to Hell which we deserve. It would be far worse than having our eyes gouged out. Under the evil rule of the serpent. 

· But God has intervened. 
· God has been at work in history
· Putting his son on the cross to rescue us
· And putting his son on the throne to rule over us from his right hand. 

· There’s an interesting little scene at the end in v12-13. 
· Let me read it to you, It’s Saul at his best. 
· V12-13. 
· It’s a picture of Grace. 
· The scoundrels of 10:27 have been spared. 
· And God has been given the victory. 

· Many of you will know the story of Jean Valjean in Les Miserables. 
· He has been in prison for 19 years for stealing bread
· And he’s bitter and angry, and no-one takes him in. 
· He stays with a bishop who lets him in, feeds him and trusts him completely. 

· But Valjean steals his silver and runs away.
· He’s caught by the police.
· They hand him over to the Bishop in order to prove his sin. 

· But the bishop does an extraordinary thing. 
· Rather than getting justice and revenge, identifying Valjean as the crook who stole his silver, 
· He covers for him. 
· He makes out that the stolen goods were a gift. 
· In fact adding further undeserved grace and mercy he brings out two silver candlesticks, and says “You forgot these”. 

· It’s an imperfect picture of God and his dealings towards Israel in this story. 
· See how God has treated them in the past? 
· V18.
· So kind. So generous. 
· And it’s the same for us
· He’s given us every breath.
· Gifts of this world to enjoy with all its pleasures and blessings. 

· But v19. You have now rejected your God who saves you out of your disasters and calamities. We’ve taken them and we’ve rejected him. 

· But rather than condemning Israel as they deserve, the very instrument of sin, a King is turned for good as an instrument of mercy!

· Isn’t that just typical of the God of the Bible?
· And he’s done the same for you and me. You are Valjean. 

· Despite your sin and mine, he hears our cries for help (10:16 “I have looked on my people, for their cry has reached me”)  

· And he’s sent a Saviour.
· Who has delivered us from the Serpent
· And his cruel
· Jesus, the Serpent Crusher, promised in Genesis 3:15 has come. 
Now rejoice in his mercy.     Let’s pray. 
