
Digging Deeper into Jeremiah 1 for personal study and lifegroups… 
 

 

Welcome to Jeremiah 1-24. This dig deeper will be a bit more of a “wide angle lens” 
study than normal to give you an introduction to the book, as well as seeking to do some 
further application of chapter 1. I hope you find it helpful… 

1) What do the following verses tell you about Jeremiah … 
a. His identity: Jer 1:1, 2-3, 6. 
b. His experiences: Jer 20:1-2, 20:7-9, 38:6  
c. His message of judgement (destruction): Jer 25:15-16 & 34-38,  
d. His message of hope (reconstruction): Jer 31:31-34, 33:14-16 

How do you feel about studying the book? Any resolutions on your part (with God’s 
help) to get the most out of it?  
 

2) Where does Jeremiah fit into the Bible? (You might like to look at Fig 1 & 2) How 
does that make a difference to how we read it?  
 

3) It’s hard to get a handle on the structure/chronology of the book, because it isn’t 
linear. Some have suggested it’s just a “scrap book”/”anthology” of different oracles 
from different times. However the best analysis of the book observes four cycles 
through the period (see Fig 3). We are looking at cycle 1 in our series. However the 
main themes of judgement and hope are clear. How does 1:10 help grasp these? 
  

4) Recapping Jeremiah 1 (where the Hebrew root word for spoke/word/say comes 11 
times)… Do you feel it is appropriate to compare us to Jeremiah (bear in mind Acts 
2:17)? What lessons are there here for your current Bible reading and Evangelism? 
 

Resources…  

• You can’t beat reading the book. Why not try to read a chapter a day out 

loud in your devotions. Also see 2 Kings 23-25 for a chronological history. 

• https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-jeremiah/ including the video 

there, though Andrew Shead (Fig 3) divides it slightly differently.  

• The 6 page document from Emmanuel Canterbury (shared on the Weekly 

News) is an excellent introduction to the book and worth reading through. 

https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-jeremiah/
https://www.christchurchhuntingdon.co.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=375433


Diagrams from Stephen Boon, Cornhill Training Course, used with permission. 

Fig 1- timeline of Jeremiah in the Bible…. 

 

Fig 2- the world of Jeremiah… 

 

Fig 3- Structure of the book “Neither straightforwardly topical, nor straightforwardly chronological”, 

taken from Andrew Shead “A mouthful of fire” p86. Our series will cover cycle 1.  

  

 



Fig 4- detailed timeline of the book…

 

Note that the year 605 (the battle of Carchemish) is a key turning point in the history of the Ancient 

Near East. At this point the Babylonians emerge as the key superpower of the time. Each of cycles 2,3,4 

(see Fig 3)  start at this point during “the fourth year of Jehoiakim” and then cycle through some of the 

subsequent history. God will judge sin, but he will bring a wonderful future out of the carnage.  


